
Dr. Shirley Magnusson came to Santa Lucia with over 35 years of experience as a 
classroom teacher, a science specialist who taught in multiple elementary schools, 
and a teacher educator and educational researcher who helped advance curriculum 
and instruction at the elementary school level. She has worked in various leadership 
roles such as designing and leading professional development projects where she 
worked alongside teachers to advance their classroom practice, directing a regional 
center that provided programs science and math program for teachers and students 
across a two-county area, and coordinating a graduate-level elementary teacher 
certification program. All of this work sought to advance education in public school 
settings; however, Dr. Magnusson now choses to work in the alternative school 
realm in order to continue her work and support the development of the whole 
child in powerful and expansive ways. To that end she brings over two decades of 
personal and professional study to understand human learning and development.  
 
As she thinks of it, today, we know more than we ever have before about ourselves 
and our world. We know that humans have capabilities to sense the world at a level 
we cannot duplicate with technology, and that today’s children are considerably 
more capable than traditional schooling is typically able to support. She views 
schools as being in partnership with parents to support the learning and 
development of children; thus, being at Santa Lucia where parents contribute to the 
functioning of the school, is an ideal setting to maximize what we can collectively do 
to shape the next generation of adults who will shape the world.  
 
For over 30 years, Santa Lucia has been focused on holistic education and 
development of the whole child. We have honored each child’s individuality and 
differing needs in their learning and development process. And because we know 
that our natural state of being is one of peace, that we are drawn to be in 
communion with and be stewards of nature, and that as social beings we seek to 
work with others, we are attentive to these elements at Santa Lucia. We engage in 
activities to support our students and ourselves in being in a peaceful state, we 
regularly spend time in nature and take responsibility for maintaining it, and we 
strive to work well with each other across the members of our school community, 
and we teach how to communicate appropriately and peacefully when our views are 
at odds. By paying attention to these types of things, we seek to play our role in 
fostering a future society that positively supports human growth the development 
through the lifespan and maximizes the unique creative potential of each human 
being. 
 


