
Dear Parents of the Blue Door Classroom, 
 
 We are quickly approaching the exciting      
2018-2019 school year! Your child is hopefully 
thrilled and eager to participate in what is sure to be 
an amazing year at Santa Lucia School. Although I will only 
have your child for a short time in his/her educational journey, I 
hope to make a lasting contribution that will have a positive effect on 
your child’s future.  
 
 I know my teaching must begin with helping to make your child feel at home in 
our classroom. I must also build a positive learning community, recognizing we are 
made up of unique individuals, each with his or her own style, interests, background, 

and education. It is so exciting to cultivate this and watch it grow throughout the 
year! 
 
 As we begin working together to make this a very enjoyable and successful 
year for all, I would like your support. You know your child and what makes him/her 
a special individual. In order to help me get to know and understand your child, 
please take a few minutes to complete the attached questionnaire…possibly with your 
child. You can send this completed “homework” to school with your child at any point, 
but the earlier I get to know each individual, the better. I really appreciate your 
willingness to work with me to make this an outstanding year for us all!  

 
 I also want to give you a chance to get to know me. If we haven’t already 
met, I look forward to doing so. This will be my seventeenth year of teaching. I 
have taught grades first through fifth at various times. I think that the primary 
ages are the most amazing because their personalities are quite developed and they 
are capable of many academic endeavors, while enjoying doing so! 
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 I have been married for 23 years. My husband and I currently live in Paso 
Robles and own/run a coffee shop in Morro Bay called Skipper’s Brew. I returned 
from Nepal over nine years ago with an adopted son named Calvin. He will be 
turning twelve in October. We have most recently completed the process of adopting 
a daughter named Arbor from the foster care system. We have had her with us 
since she was 3 ½ and she just turned nine. Some of my hobbies include spending 
time with family, making mosaics, traveling, and hiking – especially along the beach. I 
come from a long line of interesting and successful educators. My ideas on how the 
classroom should be run are based on treating each student with kindness and 
respect, and expecting the same in return.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are quickly approaching the exciting first week in the 2018-2019 school 
year! We have an interesting Curriculum Night on the horizon. It will be packed with 
information regarding your child’s year and how you can make it his/her best year 
ever!  
 
 Santa Lucia Curriculum Night/Back to School Night – Thursday, September 20th 
for new families beginning at 6pm, and returning families at 6:30. 
 
 If you have any questions regarding your child and the beginning of the school 
year, you can contact me at Santa Lucia. The school’s phone number is 434-2217 
and my email address is ivyatsantalucia@gmail.com  
 
 In order to assist me in building my 2018-2019 Parent e-mail Distribution List, I 
would appreciate it very much if you could e-mail me using any email address you 
want added so I can copy it directly into my distribution list. This will be my primary 
mode of communication for updates and/or newsletters. If I reached you using the 
correct email, no need to reply, as I have you on the list already. Thanks so much 
& see you soon! 
 
Looking forward to a wonderful year,  
 
-Ivy Schmidt 
 
 
PS – Please find the following attachments in the email: 
 1) Finger exercises for properly holding writing utensils (it does matter!) 
 2) Journal photo request – due September 10 
 3) Student feedback/information (if your child is just learning to write, you can 

write for him/her). 
 4) Parent view on child (scroll down below; not a separate attachment)… 
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Dear Families, 
 Below you will find questions to answer about your child. You can 
consider this your first homework assignment of the school year (and 
hopefully your last!) I am sure you would agree that if I have a snapshot 
of your child’s passions, fears, and other notable qualities prior to the 
school year, it will help us all in easing back into the swing of things. If 
you could fill this out prior to school starting and get it to me in some 
format (feel free to attach additional pages or email responses to me if 
you prefer) during or before the first week of school, it would be much 
appreciated. I am looking forward to getting to know your child better! 
 

1. What is your child’s name? Does s/he have a preferred nickname? ___________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. What was your elementary/primary experience? What subject area or topic did you 
love or dislike when you went to school? _________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do you see as your child’s greatest strengths or skills? What are your child’s 
passions? __________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

4. Are there particular areas of improvement in which you would like to see your child 
grow? Describe them/it. Also, please describe concerns, fears (big or small) your 
child may have about this school year. ___________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 



5. What is the most important thing I should know about your child? ______________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. My child learns best when the teacher is… _______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. My child does not work well when…_______________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. Next June, what do you hope your child says about this school year? ___________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

9. I will mostly be communicating via email. Will this be an issue, or do you regularly 
read your emails? About what do you hope I’d be communicating with you? _______ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

10. Do you have any skills (sewing, baking, etc.) that you would be willing to offer to the 
class? Would you be willing to take home projects to complete (cutting, preparing 
activities)? We can always use the help of parents to read with and listen to the 
children read. Can you think of other ways you have or would offer support that 
have not been mentioned? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. A typical afternoon/evening after school looks like this in our life… ______________ 



 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

12. Who else lives at your house (siblings, pets, etc.)? __________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

13. Does your child have any food allergies or intolerances? If so, please indicate if it is 
an allergy or an intolerance. ___________________________________________ 
 

14. Is there anything else you would like to tell me that will help me make this a 
successful year? Is there anything else you can share about your child that would 
help me support his/her learning? ______________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this ‘special homework’ so I 
may get to know you and your child better.  
 
Looking forward to a fantastic year, 
 
-Ivy 
 ivyatsantalucia@gmail.com 
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